




Investigators, thank you for agreeing to take on this case.  This is your 
investigation folder: the contents are top secret so guard it with your lives! 

In here you will find everything you need to help you investigate The 
Mystery of the Missing Easter Egg.  You have been sent a link so that you can 
watch a set of videos as many times as you like between Saturday 25 March 
and Sunday 11 April so please take your time over this investigation. 

There are 9 videos: 

1. Introduction to the mystery by the cook 
2. The first suspect, museum and activity 
3. The second and third suspect, museum and activity 
4. The fourth suspect, museum and activity 
5. The fifth suspect and museum 
6. The sixth suspect, museum and activity 
7. The seventh suspect and museum 
8. Thank you and goodbye 
9. Yoga Mike video 

In the videos you will meet a cook: she is going to lead you through the 
investigation and give you some help along the way.  Watch the videos in the 
right order so that you can build up a picture of the thief.   

All of the suspects have given you an activity to do.  Additional materials for 
the activities are in this investigation folder - we hope you enjoy them!  There 
is also a yoga video to help you take some time out and relax. 

In this folder you will also find information on each of the suspects, so that 
you can be introduced to them before you watch the videos, and there is also 
a detective’s notebook for you to make and use whilst you watch the videos to 
help you work out who is the thief. 

Now, it’s time for you to meet our cook; she’s going explain everything that 
has happened ............ 



Welcome investigators! 

Let me introduce myself.  My name is Barbara, but everyone calls me Bunny.  
I am a cook and I make all sorts of things out of chocolate (mainly because it 
is so delicious!). 

Thank you so much for agreeing to help me investigate 
this case of a missing Easter egg.  It is a most delicate 
situation and my reputation depends on me finding the 
thief so I am very grateful that you are here to help me. 

I don’t want to put too much in writing as I fear that the 
thief may have access to my files, so please watch the 
videos to find out everything you need to know. 

Here are some of my top investigation tips: 

Don’t try to do everything in one day; it is a big investigation so take several 
days if you need to.  

Eat chocolate - it’s so good for making the brain work. 

Make notes to help you remember things. 

Look out for clues. 

Have fun 

Remember that we need to solve the case before midnight on Sunday 11 April 
or the lovely people from the Tees Valley Museums won’t be able to have their 
Easter celebration. 

Good luck! 



Here is your notebook.  Please use it with the videos to 
investigate each suspect. 

The Ministry of Chocolate keeps files on every chocolate 
lover and I was able to look at the top secret files for 
each of the suspects.  I took some quick photographs of 
the files whilst the Minister was distracted (OK, I admit 
it - I made some delicious chocolate brownies and he was 
totally distracted!).  Do print out the photos so you can use 
them - I’ve written on them the number of the video each 
suspect is in to help you. 

You’ll also find your Detective’s 
Notebook, which has notes on each of 
the suspects and is also for you to use 
when you are watching the videos.  
Print it out then fold it using the 
instruction here.  I’ve left some space at 
the end of it for you to make your own 
notes too. 

 

I’ve gone to great lengths to get access to the 
suspects’ files so please use them wisely. 

Each of the suspects seems perfectly lovely, but one 
of them has to be the thief so watch them closely 
when they are onscreen.  Look out for anything that 
might be suspicious. 

Let’s catch our thief! 















The thief sent clues that link to each of the museums.  Can you 
draw lines to match the clue to the correct museum?  I’ve got a bit 
muddled! 



 
My dear investigators, how can I ever thank 
you? 

We’ve caught the thief! 

They did seem sorry for all that they had done 
didn’t they and they have promised to mend their ways - but 
I will be keeping an eye on them, you can count on that.   

Let’s hope that the “choco-munity service” will help them 
to make up for all the things they took. 

I am so glad that I’ve got my chocolate egg back!  Thank you so much for 
helping me - I don’t think I could have done it without you. 

I do hope that you have enjoyed our investigations?  On the next pages you 
will find some activities for you to do - I hope you enjoy them too. 

At the end of this file you will find some contact details for all the Tees Valley 
Museums.  Do go and visit them when you can - they have lots of activities for 
families and I know they would love to see you. 

Now, it’s time for me to hang up my investigator’s apron: I have an egg to 
decorate. 

Bye bye now, bye bye! 



The next few pages of your investigation folder contain activities linked 
to the videos you have watched. 

We hope you enjoy them! 

 



Each of the learning officers has chosen their favourite object in their museum 
collection.  Have a look at the labels to find out what they are.  You might also look 
on the museums’ websites to learn more about the objects. 

We’ve given you a label so that you can choose your own object.  It might be a 
favourite belonging, or something that you have seen when you have visited a 
museum.  Write some information on the label and then draw your object, or stick in 
a photo of it.  

 



 



 



 



How to blow and paint an egg 

For blowing you will need:   
• eggs that have been washed and dried 
• a sharp needle 
• a darning needle or skewer 
• a bowl 
• a cloth 

For painting you will need: 
• A hollow egg 
• Acrylic paint 
• Brushes 
• Pencil 
• Paper 
• Felts 

1. With a sharp needle, begin to poke a hole in the top of your egg. 
2. Once you have managed to start your hole, use the needle to make bigger, 
flicking the bits of shell away from the egg. 
3. Turn your egg upside down and do the same, making a second hole. 
4. Using the larger needle, push into the hole you have made and mash the egg 
inside. 
5. Wipe the surface of your egg and place your lids over the top hole, against 
the shell, and holding your egg over a bowl, blow like billy ho! 
6. Wipe clean, your hollow egg is now ready to paint. 
7. Choose the background colour of your egg and paint at least one coat with 
acrylic paint 
8. Leave to dry. 
9. Whilst drying find some inspiration for your decoration. 
10.Practise on a piece of paper what you are going to decorate your egg to look 
like. 
11. Using a pencil lightly copy the outline of your drawing on to your egg. 

12. Fill in your outline with either a fine brush or felt tip pens. 

Your egg will now keep for many years if you look after it carefully 
 



 

How to Grow Cress  

You will need: 
• An eggshell 
• Cotton wool 
• Optional compost 
• Cress Seeds 
• Water 
• Felt tip pens 

1. Find a clean, dry empty egg shell with the top removed. (If you don’t have 
any egg shells, you could use a clean empty yogurt pot). Carefully draw a face on 
your egg shell.  

2. Half fill your egg shells with compost if you have any. Or half fill them with 
clean dry cotton wool. This works best if you have pulled your cotton wool apart a 
little but to make it slightly fluffy. 

3. Sprinkle a pinch of seeds onto the cotton wool or compost- don’t worry about 
covering them up, just leave them sitting on top.  
4. Water your cress seeds.  

5. Place your egg shell in an egg cup, and place on a sunny windowsill inside 
your home. 

6. Water your cress seeds every day or two, depending on how hot your house 
is. 

7. Your cress should be ready to cut, wash thoroughly and eat in 7-10 days. 
Enjoy in a sandwich or as part of a salad 



Leftover chocolate shapes 

Use up leftover Easter chocolate to make your own fun shapes! 
(But who has leftover Easter eggs? 😊 ) 

You will need: 
Chocolate 
A heatproof bowl 
A spoon 
Some biscuit/ cookie cutters 
Greaseproof paper 
Vegetable oil and a pastry brush or a piece of kitchen roll 
Decorations like sprinkles / raisins / cherries 

What to do: 

1. Ask a grown up to help you melt the chocolate. This can be done in a 
microwave – it might take a minute or a bit longer. You can also melt it in a bowl 
over hot water. 

2. Paint a small amount of oil around the inside of the biscuit cutters and put 
them on greaseproof paper on a baking tray or plate. 

3. Gently spoon the melted chocolate inside the biscuit cutters until the 
chocolate fills the shape. 

4. You can put some decorations on. 

5. Carefully put the tray or plate into the fridge to set the chocolate.  

6. Once the chocolate has set – at least 20 minutes in the fridge, carefully lift off 
the biscuit cutters and look at your new shapes! 

7. If you don’t have biscuit cutters you could make chocolate 
pennies instead. Just make circles of chocolate on the greaseproof 
paper and decorate those. 
 



How to use embossing to create a Princess Mary Chocolate Tin 

  
  

1. Cover a piece of cardboard in tinfoil. 

2. Use a fine liner pen to copy the design of the tin onto the cardboard – make 
sure to have a good look at the detail! 

3. Use a blunt pencil to go over your design – push gently but not too hard or 
the tinfoil will rip! 

4. Gently unwrap your tin foil from the edges. 

5. Admire your own recreation of history! 



 



Tees Valley Museums Consortium consists of the museum services of 
Stockton-on-Tees, Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and Redcar & 
Cleveland. It was formed in 2017 to develop collaborative working for the 
purpose of delivering better services to the public. 

The five museum services of Tees 
Valley Museums Consortium hold 
extensive collections of art, 
archaeology, social, industrial and 
maritime history as well as a wide 
array of world cultures. We work 
together to promote pride in the history 
of the Tees Valley. 

Our museums and galleries are: 
• Preston Park Museum and Grounds 
• Head of Steam Darlington Railway 

Museum 
• Hartlepool Art Gallery 
• Museum of Hartlepool 
• Captain Cook Birthplace Museum 
• Dorman Museum 
• Kirkleatham Museum 

As a consortium, and individually, the 
Tees Valley museums run a lively 
programme of family learning, both 
onsite and online so do check their 
website and social media pages to find 
out more. 

The Mystery of the Missing Easter Egg was created for Tees Valley Museums by 
Elizabeth Baker: www.tillytootales.co.uk 

Digital materials were produced by Spark Tees Valley: www.sparkteesvalley.com 

Additional materials and films were produced by the museums


