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Seaside Holidays
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Welcome to another edition of the
Talking Tees Valley Activity Pack
Each month we use objects and photos from our museums in
the Tees Valley to take a closer look at the lives and stories
from people in our area.
This month we take a trip to the seaside and look back on
holidays. We’ll find out how Redcar and Saltburn became
popular holiday spots, and about all the fun activities you can
do on the beach.

A stylized image of Saltburn
from a holiday poster
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Redcar Beach

Redcar has been a popular
holiday destination since 1846
when the local railway opened. It
became easier to travel to the
seaside, and when Summer
came around, families from all
over the Tees Valley flocked to
Redcar.

Where do you like
to go on holiday?
Do you like to go
abroad? Or
maybe
somewhere more
local?

Saltburn
Saltburn was just a small hamlet
in 1856. One day while out
walking along the coast Henry
Pease, a director of the Stockton
and Darlington Railway, became
inspired to build a holiday
destination.
Henry Pease funded
improvements to the town,
including new streets, the pier,
and the Italian Gardens.

Did you know….
The reason why
Saltburn has streets
named after jewels –
Diamond, Emerald,
Ruby – was because of
Henry Pease?
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On the Beach!
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Sun-bathing in a deck chair, making
sandcastles, or going for a swim…
nothing beats a holiday on the
beach!

Swimsuits are relatively new
inventions. During Victorian times
both men and women wore bathing
suits which covered most of the body.
They were not fun to swim in!
From the 1930s the swimsuit as we
know it today was first created.
If someone was thrifty enough, they
could make their own swimsuit.
However, if they used low-quality
wool, the swimsuit could shrink and
become too exposing!

Do you have a
favourite
swimsuit that
you like to go
swimming in?

Sand, sea and shells
If you went for a walk along the
beach, what would you find?
What would you do?

Would you build a sandcastle?
Or would you collect shells brought
in from the sea?
Or would you take a moment to
listen to the waves lapping the
sand, and the seagulls flying
above?
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Most seaside piers in the UK were
built during the Victorian era. They
were originally built as simple
walkouts to the sea, but as the years
went on and technology improved,
they evolved to include
entertainment venues and fun fairs.

Saltburn’s pier
is still going
strong, but
Redcar once had
a pier of its own.

Redcar pier was built in 1873 with its own
bandstand and landing stage for boats. A
pavilion ballroom was also built there in
1907. However, the pier was damaged by
storms throughout its lifetime and by
1980, after being declared unsafe, it was
demolished.
Fast forward 30 years and Redcar have a
new ‘vertical pier’, the Redcar Beacon, an
80-foot tower complete with a café and a
360-degree view of the seafront.
What do you think of Redcar’s vertical
pier?

Fun at the Fair!
Amusement parks on the seafront
are great fun! You can go for an
exhilarating ride on a rollercoaster or
try to win prizes in the arcade.
What rides would you go on?
Would you go on them now?

What games could you
play on these arcade
machines?
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Cut out and keep cue cards

Beach
Where is your favourite
beach or holiday?

Deck chair
How do you get out of
these?

Waves
Jumping over the waves,
did you do that?

Shell
Did you ever hold a shell to
your ear and listen for the
waves?

Ice cream
What is your favourite
flavour?

Flip flops
What do you wear on the
beach?

If you would like to share your stories or contact us about the packs please e-mail
teesvalleymuseums@stockton.gov.uk
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