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Welcome to another edition of the 
Talking Tees Valley Activity Pack 
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This month we look back at office work. We will investigate 
the rise of women in the workplace, the history of typewriters, 
and how Ashmore, Benson and Pease were once stationed 
at Preston Hall. 

Each month we use objects and photos from our museums 

in the Tees Valley to take a closer look at the lives and 

stories from people in our area. 

 

The typing office at Zetland House 
in Middlesbrough, 1962 
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The workplace has changed a lot over 
the years. Going back to the 1950s, the 
average weekly wage was £7.50, the 
working week was around 40-48 hours. 
Some employees got 16 days holiday a 
year if they were lucky! 
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For many women, especially those 
from the wealthier families, their 
place was expected to be at home 
as wife, mother, and homemaker. 
But due to the increase of women 
working during the two World Wars, 
women began to see work as a new 
option in their lives. 
 
 

Women in the Workplace 

The 1960s were considered the ‘golden age’ 
of employment, when it seemed there were 
more jobs to go around and getting a job 
was easier. 

In the 1960s the government introduced new 
laws which entitled women to equal pay in 
the workplace and made it illegal for women 
to be discriminated against. By 1971 more 
than half of women in the country were 
employed. 
 

Generations of women went to college to learn typing, shorthand and other 
skills expected of an office worker or a Secretary, which was often seen by 
many women as the highest role they could gain.  
 
Despite this, it was not uncommon for 
employers to ask their female employees to 
leave after they were married. 

The Workplace 



 

 

This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

4 

“There will be a revolution, over the 
next 20 years, involving a television 
display terminal sitting on my desk. I’ll 
be able to call up documents from my 
files on the screen, or by pressing a 
button. I can get my mail or any 
messages. I don’t know how much hard 
copy I’ll want in this world. It’ll change 
our daily life, and this could be scary”. 

His first model of typewriter, Model A, was made in such a way that it could 
easily be repaired by replacing certain parts. Following Model A’s success 
Moya introduced new models, some that could overwrite mistakes, and also 
portable typewriters.  

Did you have to use a 
typewriter at work? 

Typewriters 
 

The first typewriters were invented in 1873 in America. 
They were large clunky things which could only type in 
capitals and were slower than handwriting. Many 
inventors wanted to improve on the older models. 
 

Imperial Typewriter Company 
 

Hidalgo Moya, an American-Spanish engineer, founded the 
Imperial Typewriter Company in Britain in 1911, which would 
become one of the country’s best manufacturers of typewriters.  
 

Imperial was a successful business until 
it’s closure in 1975, as technology 
continued to evolve, and eventually 
computers became more common in the 
workplace. 
 

Computers 
 

In the 1970s a pioneer in computer making, George Pake, made an 
interesting prediction for the future - 

He was right, many offices are now ‘paperless’ and everything is done on a 
computer. 
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Ashmore, Benson and Pease were a 
manufacturing company for gas plants and 
coke ovens. During the Second World War 
they supplied gas for Britain’s munitions 
drive, and this made their works targets for 
the German Luftwaffe.  
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Following the bombing of some of their works, their offices were transferred 
to Preston Hall as a precaution. The site was heavily secured by the Home 
Guard, and all staff who worked on the site needed an identity card to get in. 

Zetland House was built 
beside Middlesbrough train 
station in the late 1950s. It 
was here that the typing 
staff worked. It was their job 
to type up invoices and 
manage employee payroll. 
 

Zetland House 

What jobs 
did you have 
over the 
years? 
 

Over time the office block 
began to look tired and 
dated, and in 2006 the 
building was demolished. 
 

Can you imagine what it 
was like to work there? To 
hear the ‘clack, clack, 
ping!’ of typewriters all 
day? 

Ashmore, Benson and Pease 

What did you 
want to do 
when you left 
school? 
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Office Work Crossword 
 
 

Across 
5. This is where Ashmore, 
Benson and Pease had to 
relocate in World War 2 
6. This was the highest role 
women could gain 
8. The 1960s were considered 
this for employment 
9. You used this to type out 
letters 
 
 

If you would like to share your stories or contact us about the packs please 
e-mail teesvalleymuseums@stockton.gov.uk 

All images used in this pack are courtesy of Preston Park Museum and 
Grounds and Head of Steam – Darlington Railway Museum. 

Down 
1. The typewriter 
company which closed 
in 1975 
2. You could get 16 days 
of this if you were lucky 
3. The typing office of 
Middlesbrough train 
station 
4. The surname of the 
man who made 
typewriters 
7. This machine was an 
upgrade from 
typewriters 
10. The surname of the 
pioneer in computer 
making 
 

Answers for the crossword 
1. Imperial, 2. Holiday, 3. Zetland House, 4. Moya, 5. Preston Hall, 
6. Secretary, 7. Computer, 8. Golden Age, 9. Typewriter, 10. Pake 
 

Can you find all the words in the crossword?  
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